St. Petersburg College Linux/Unix Certificate Programs

Frequently Asked Questions

Question:
What type of programs does SPC offer leading to either Linux or Unix certification?

Answer:
SPC offers two closely integrated programs leading to industry standard Linux and Unix certification.



The Linux certificate program covers the required material to sit for the exams offered by the following certification authorities:



Comptia’s Linux+ Certifications



Sair/GNU Linux Certification



Linux Professional Institute (LPI) Certification



Red Hat Certified Engineer (RHCE) Certification



The Unix certificate program covers the required material to sit for the following certification exams offered by Sun Microsystems, Inc.:



Sun Certified System Engineer



Sun Certified Network Engineer

Question:
What is the format of the courses in the Linux and Unix certificate programs?

Answer:
All courses provide a hands-on, practical experience. Each course is presented in a state-of-the-art computer lab where each student is assigned an individual computer with a removable hard drive for the duration of the course.



Approximately half of the scheduled classroom time is spent in lecture covering pertinent information to prepare the student for the lab exercises. The remainder of the scheduled classroom time is allotted to the completion of the lab assignments and further discussion between students and the instructor.



Additional instructor proctored lab time is available for the student to follow up on lab exercises and to explore the operating environment in further detail.



Computers similar to the ones found in the computer laboratories are available in the Information Commons (TE200) for additional hands on time. The Information Commons is open Monday – Thursday from 7:30 AM until 9:00 PM, Friday from 7:30 AM until 4:00 PM, and Saturday from 10:00 AM until 5:00 PM.

Question:
How many courses are involved in the certificate programs and how long does it take to complete?

Answer:
Each certificate program requires a total of 18 credit hours, which includes 6 courses that are 3 credits each. The curriculum is designed so the student can complete the program within 12 calendar months.

Question:
What are the courses that makeup the Linux and Unix certificate programs?

Answer:
Both certificate programs begin with COP2340, “Fundamentals for the Linux/Unix Operating Environment”, which covers in depth, the basic organizational, file, and command structure of the Linux/Unix operating environments.



For the second and third courses, the students may follow either the Linux track or the Unix track depending on their individual goals. The courses cover the detailed administration tasks required by each environment.



For the student interested in following the Linux track, the following courses are offered:



CTS2321
Linux System Administration I



CTS2322
Linux System Administration II



For the student interested in following the Unix track, the following courses are offered:



COP2341
Unix System Administration I



COP2345
Unix System Administration II



The final three courses cover material required by both tracks:



COP2344
Shell Programming for System Administrators



COP2347
Linux/Unix Network Administration



CTS2311
Linux/Unix Security

Question:
What is the cost of each certificate program?

Answer:
The tuition for each course is approximately $180 (3 credits at $60.00 each). In addition, each course has a lab fee of $600, which is required to attend the course. This brings to total, per course, to approximately $780.



The total cost for the 6-course certificate program (282 laboratory hours) is approximately $4,680. This does not include the cost of text books required for the individual courses.

Question:
Why is the $600 lab fee necessary for each course?

Answer:
The lab fee assessed for each course covers such direct expenses as:

Unix Laboratory equipped with Sun Microsystems, Inc computers

Linux Laboratory equipped with removable hard drives, which are assigned to each student 

Laboratory computer replacement every two years

Dedicated computer systems in Information Commons (TE200)



Computer support engineer



Smaller class size (Classes limited to 24 students per course)



Certified instructor compensation



Laboratory supplies



Current Linux/Unix reference materials available to students

Question:
Where are the Linux/Unix courses offered?

Answer:
All Linux and Unix courses are offered at the St. Petersburg/Gibbs campus at 6605 – 5th Avenue N, St. Petersburg.

Question:
Whom should I contact for more information?

Answer:
Tom Dulin, Instructor



Linux/Unix Certificate Program



Business Technologies



St. Petersburg/Gibbs Campus



727-341-3543



dulint@spcollege.edu


or

Connie Szuch, Program Director



Business Technologies



St. Petersburg/Gibbs Campus



727-341-4677



szuchc@spcollege.edu
